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SFI Inc. Conservation & Community Partnerships Grant Program Guidance and Grant Application for Requests for Community-based Projects $5,000.00 or Less 

(SUB)URBAN FOREST WALKING TOUR;  

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF A NATURAL RESOURCE WORKHORSE 

Organization Information 

Lead Organization Name and Address Ann’s Backyard Forest, Ltd.  

5906 Cobalt Road • Bethesda, MD 20816 • AnnsBackyardForest.org 

Name, phone and email for Project Director Ann M. Gallagher 

240-461-6171 • agm@saltywaters.org 

Lead Organizational Mission Statement (25 words or less) Ann’s Backyard Forest, Ltd. has been created to make science accessible™ by translating technical, scientific, 

ecological research into principles approachable by all. 

Lead Organization Annual Operating Budget N/A - 501(c)3 status established December 2013 

Two references (Name, Organization, email and phone) who can 

speak to the relevance and potential of the Project (these should 

not be the same as your Project partners): 

1.Charles Schuster, Senior Agent, Agriculture & Natural Resources, Commercial Horticulture 

University of Maryland Extension Service 

18410 Muncaster Rd • Derwood, MD 20855 • 301- 590-2807 • cfs@umd.edu 
 

2.Frank Parker, President 

Izaac Walton League of America - Bethesda Chevy Chase Chapter 

20601 Izaak Walton Way • Poolesville, MD 20837 • 301-668-8698 • vats3@verizon.net 
 

Project Overview 

Project Title Total Length of 

time for 

completion of 

project  

Amount 

Requested 

from SFI 

Total 

Project 

Budget  

Brief Project Summary (50 words or less) What element(s) of the SFI 2010-2014 Program 

are addressed by your Project? (Please cite the 

Standard Component(s))   

(Sub)urban Forest Walking 

Tour; Environmental 

Contributions of a Natural 

Resource Workhorse 

8 months (April 

2 until 

November 15, 

2014) 

$5000 $5000 Inclusive of SFI objectives, create a self-guided 

Walking Tour of a suburban forest.  Each stop will 

present elements highlighting the impact of trees 

within the (sub)urban forest.  Principles of tree 

health, environmental contribution and care will be 

emphasized.  Reference materials will be worked 

into a Fact Sheet.  Both work products will 

promote the objectives of SFI.  Both products will 

be developed with the feedback of elementary 

school aged scouts. 

As outlined in the project description nearly all 

of the objectives will be promoted.  The two 

work products (self-guided Walking Tour and 

Fact Sheet) will directly address Objective 17, 

Measure 17.2, Indicators 1c & 1d 

 

Project Partners 

Confirmed Project Partners  Primary Contact 

Name & Title 

Complete Contact Info. Brief Summary of Individual’s and Organizations Qualifications and Experience  

Wood Acres Citizens’ 

Association 

 

Eric F. Fedowitz 

President 

Effedowitz@hotmail.com 

301-928-6384 

5905 Cranston Road 

Bethesda, MD 20816 

 

http://www.woodacres.info/ 

Founded in 1940 the Wood Acres Citizens Association, a not for profit, enriches the quality 

of life within the community by supporting projects bring residents together through civic 

engagement.  The board protects community interests with the covenants, public safety, and 

tree committees.  Multiple community celebrations and publication of a directory bring the 

citizens together throughout the year.  The WACA distributes information of importance to 

the citizens with a block captain flier system and an online website with email notifications.  

The president leads the community in establishing new and sustaining old programs 
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supporting the goals of the citizens. 
 

Project Details 

1. INTRODUCTION: Wood Acres, a small Maryland neighborhood of about 100 acres located in the suburbs of Washington, was a remarkable large-tree habitat for decades.   A 

variety of native trees brought all the benefits of an urban forest to the neighborhood.  In 2009 two large Liriodendron tulipifera trees were blown over during an unusual storm.  

Each tree landed on a home; both homes destroyed, both families fortunate to escape with all members alive.  The sight of near-death in combination with faulty understanding of 

tree structure and function has led to the removal of a number of healthy neighborhood trees.  The overall benefit of the 100
+
 year old trees has been lost and the threat to the 

remaining members of our suburban forest is great.  Homeowners are making decisions of significant environmental consequence based on concern for safety. Even with county 

natural resource support homeowners are making choices leading to community deforestation.  Together the remaining trees represent a forest with exceptional conservation 

value. Convincing homeowners to value trees and replace those removed will permit the forest to become remarkable again. 

 
http://streamstatsags.cr.usgs.gov/md_ss/default.aspx?stabbr=md&dt=130355174925937500 

In addition to the cooperative enthusiasm of the community Wood Acres is fortunate to have a number of small open spaces and a stream.  There is one very small pocket park; a 

treasure supporting the community’s Holiday Tree.  A large, regional playground with several fields attracts county families to sporting events.  The larger park has numerous, 

native trees supporting nesting birds and a bat colony.  The neighborhood supports a valuable riparian zone along the Minnehaha, a small creek.  The combination (parks and 

stream) has the possibility to offer the residents an opportunity to appreciate the benefits of action to their neighborhood stream.  The community still has a variety of native trees 

including members from families such as oak, beech, ash, pine, gum, persimmon, dogwood, pignut, locust, cheery, maple, tulip, and sycamore.  Proximity to the C & O Canal 

permits wildlife visitors and residents including confirmed sightings of owls, eagles, and foxes.  

 

Although small, Wood Acres is part of the much larger community of Bethesda, Maryland.  Wood Acres residents frequently collaborate with adjacent neighborhoods.  Over the 

last 3 years we have banded with the Springfield and Mohican Hills Citizen’s Association for Montgomery County Department of Transportation Street Tree Planting projects and 

for support of legislation to providing added protection of large trees in the county.  The documents generated through this SFI grant will be shared with and potentially used by the 

thousands of residents adjacent to Wood Acres. 

 

(Sub)urban Forest Walking Tour; Environmental Contributions of a Natural Resource Workhorse 

This proposal will allow local homeowners to better appreciate the value and role of their tree(s) in the community’s forest.  While creating the Walking Tour material reference 

materials will be collected to be used in the creation of a supporting Fact Sheet document.  For the young people who assist with creation of the Walking Tour SFI principles will 

be stressed.   

 

The homeowners who take the tour or review the fact sheet will: 

a) gain knowledge of the importance of the natural resources on their suburban lot, 

http://streamstatsags.cr.usgs.gov/md_ss/default.aspx?stabbr=md&dt=130355174925937500
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b) be able to find visual examples of tree specimens with which to compare the health of their trees, 

c) learn about the key elements of tree care, 

d) understand the difference between slightly damaged vs. dangerous trees, and 

e) depart capable of finding professional tree care consultants for advice on issues of safety and care. 

 

The homeowners who only hear about these documents will be exposed to: 

a) community emphasis on trees as a resource, 

b) the location of additional sources to assist them in improving their ability to care for and protect their tree(s), and 

c) the possibility of willingness to add trees to their property. 

 

The final Walking Tour work product will be available in hardcopy (printed in compliance with SFI objectives) and online at both Ann’s Backyard Forest and the Wood Acres 

community website.  The final Fact Sheet work product will be available electronically online at both Ann’s Backyard Forest and the Wood Acres community website.  Both work 

products will be distributed to the local newspaper, the neighborhood, adjacent neighborhoods, and to the visitors of our regional park.   As a community Wood Acres residents 

will be introduced to their trees as part of a larger (sub)urban forest worthy of attention, respect, care, and consideration. 

 

2. The final work products will emphasizing tree value, tree structure, and tree - each in compliance with SFI standards, as applicable.  These characteristics align with, will 

emphasize, and will promote SFI objectives and standards. 

 

The two work products will specifically promote the benefits of managed suburban forest care including: reduced atmospheric carbon, improved water quality, increased 

biodiversity, reduced soil erosion, increased biologic productivity, improved resistance to damaging agents, improved water quality during wet weather events, and improved water 

quality and health for downstream fish populations.  The two products will specifically promote the principles of forest management including: minimizing chemical usage, 

alternatives to pesticides, concept of integrated pest management,  avoidance of exotic species, avoidance of damaging agents, protection of riparian zones, tree care basics (root 

zone protections, pruning goals, and soil protection) and promote the neighborhood tree committee’s collaboration with state and county agencies. 

 

Additionally the “Fact Sheet” will provide homeowners with up-to-date and historical, soil and topographic maps produced by United State Geological Survey (USGS).  

Homeowners will be invited to take the Walking Tour, led by local scouts, on a weekend day in the fall of 2014.   

 

SFI will be recognized and promoted within Wood Acres, to the adjacent communities, in the county newspaper, to the parents at one of the largest elementary schools in 

Maryland, to the regional service units of both Boy and Girl Scouts, and to the reference organizations of the Izaac Walton League of America and the University of Maryland’s 

Montgomery County Extension Service.  Although not a part of this project the engagement effectiveness will be taken into consideration for projects under development by Izaac 

Walton League volunteers. 
 

3. Project Goals 

Project Goals  Actions Tangible Outcomes Measure Success Grant 

Funds 

In-Kind or 

Matching 

Funds 

Pre-select Walking 

Tour route 

 Review topographic maps, walk route: 

 Select route with safety, tree value, and distance in mind 

 Select trees with characteristics of health and also  with interesting 

features: Root structure, canopy shape, site location, leaf structure, 

bark integrity, repaired wounds, nesting cavities, surface growths 

(lichen, moss, fungi), crossed branches, girdling roots, girdling vines – 

 Walking route 

established (approx. 2.0 

miles) 

 Possible stopping points 

identified (stop every 

0.15 miles) 

At least 30 trees identified 

as potential stopping points 

– goal many more trees 

than needed 

$500 None 
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goal to find as much variety of growth characteristics as are available 

within the community 

Recruit focus 

group of scouts (4-

8 total scouts from 

the 35 scout troops 

in the local area) 

Find interested youth Using the 2 scout, the 2 

large public school, the 

1 private school, and 

the 2 community 

listservs find scouts 

interested in the project 

Between 4 and 8 scouts 

from 2 to 5
th

 grade 

volunteer to participate 

$0 None 

Focus Group 

Meetings 
 Introduce basic tree biology (concentrate on structure and function) 

 Walk the Tour route with the scouts 

 Identify trees that capture the attention of the scouts (use mapping 

and GPS) 

2-3 meetings to 

introduce concepts, test 

route, test interest of 

tree features 

Reduce 30 trees to 18 - 20 

Confirm tree location with 

GPS coordinates 

$500 None 

Research the main 

features of the 

interesting trees 

 Find a range of trees - size and health (environmental contribution 

value), with wildlife value, and with evidence of good structure (root 

flare, canopy balance, leaf size and distribution) 

 Model environmental contribution from species of tree, estimated 

age, health 

 Consider generating an appraisal value for each tree 

A census/ assessment of 

the 18-20 trees under 

consideration for 

inclusion in the 

Walking Tour 

 Each tree would be 

assessed for overall 

health, environmental 

impact, and physical 

characteristics by an ISA 

Certified Arborist 

 Original artwork created to 

convey basic principles of 

biology and tree structure 

 Educational reference 

material to support the 

Walking Tour facts – to 

be used in the “For More 

Information Fact Sheet” 

$3000 None 

Develop main 

points to make at 

each stop 

 Provide sources of further information for the most interested 

residents 

 Reduce potential talking points to the primary message for each tree 

on the Walking Tour 

 Ensure walking distance between stops is both far enough and short 

enough to retain interest 

Draft of Walking Tour 

Brochure  

Drafts of 3 potential 

Walking Tour Routes (0.5 

mile, 1+, and 2 mile 

routes) 

$300 None 

Re-engage scouts  Test ability to make each stop on the Walking Tour of interest to the 

youth 

 Test ability of scouts to find the value at each stop 

 Confirm route distance and tree stop placement 

 Train each scout to be able to share knowledge with others 

Walk the routes 

gauging youths’ ability 

to sustain interested 

over 2 mile walk 

 Route for community 

celebration selected 

 Route for inclusion in the 

brochure selected 

$200 None 

Community 

presentation 

 Scouts and their parents will walk the route 

 Scouts present findings to their parents 

Homeowners 

introduced to the 

Walking Tour and to 

 Brochures produced in 

hardcopy (printed in 

compliance with 

$500 None 



 

5 
Making Science Accessible™ 5906 Cobalt Road •Bethesda•Maryland•20816•1(240)461-6171 • 501(c)3 • EIN #35-2481383 

 Walking Tour and Fact Sheet presented to the community 

 Celebration in Wood Acres park to thank volunteer scouts and SFI 

as funding agent 

the goals of SFI objectives of socially 

sound fiber production) 

and available 

electronically online 

 Press release sent to the 

Gazette sharing the tour 

with the county 

 Electronically available 

Fact Sheet to contain the 

references, supporting 

biological and ecological 

principles, and the SFI 

objectives emphasizing 

those easily incorporated 

in a suburban community 

forest 

 

Project Timeline 

Timeline Project Goals  

April 2, 2014 Results announced 

May 2, 2014 Pre-select Walking Tour route 

May 16, 2014 Recruit focus group of scouts (4-8 total scouts from the 35 local scout troops) 

June 20, 2014 Focus Group Meetings 

August 15, 2014 Research the main features of the interesting trees 

August 29, 2014 Develop main points to make at each stop 

September 30, 2014 Re-engage scouts 

November 15, 2014 Community presentation of Walking Tour and Fact Sheet 
 

Project Budget 

 Expenditure SFI Grant 

Funds 

Total Matching 

Funds 

Source of 

Matching Funds 

In-Kind 

Contributions 

Source of  

In-kind 

Contributions  

Total per 

expenditure 

category 

       

Operating Costs       

Research Activities  $3300     $3300 

Meetings  $600     $600 

Travel       

Education & Outreach  $600     $600 

Communications $500     $500 

Total $5000     $5000 
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DRAFT 
 

Agreement to Include Youth in Public Communications 

 
 
I, _____________________________________ (Name), as _____________________________ (Relationship to Youth) of 
___________________________________________ (Name of Participating Youth), hereby give Ann’s Backyard Forest, 

Ltd.* permission to use my child’s name and image in public communications regarding the (Sub)urban Forest Walking 

Tour; Environmental Contributions of a Natural Resource Workhorse Project funded by Sustainable Forestry Initiative® 
(SFI), Inc.   

 
I understand that public communications include, but are not limited to: 

 Press releases and announcements regarding the SFI® Inc. Conservation and Community Partnerships Grant 

Program. 
 Public presentations, fact sheets, briefing notes and other communication materials that highlight successful 

Projects and the SFI Inc. Conservation and Community Partnerships Grant Program. 

 Use of the Organization logo on the SFI Inc. website, on news releases or other materials. 

 Other materials as appropriate. 

 

 
*It is the policy of Ann’s Backyard Forest, Ltd. to include only the child’s first name. 

 
With my signature below, I authorized the inclusion of my child in materials as outlined above.   

 

Signed: 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
Name 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

Signature 

 
______________________ 

Date 
 

 


